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Tiik  PuRLisiiRKs  of  the  Eclkctic  Rkvirw  have  applied  to  me  for 
my  consent,  that  the  present  Number  sliould  commence  a  New  Series; 
for  which  measure  they  urge  the  following  reasons. 

The  New  Series,  commenced  in  January  1814,  has  now  extended 
to  Thirty  Volumes  ;  of  which,  many  of  the  numl)ers  having  been  for 
some  time  out  of  print,  a  complete  set  cannot  be  furnished.  Now,  as 
most  ]H*rson8  object  to  purchasing  an  incomplete  scries,  and  as,  more¬ 
over,  tliirty  volumes  may  be  deemed  a  suHiciently  resjiectable  number 
to  form  a  distinct  series ;  it  has  been  represented  to  me,  that  this  is  a 
fit  and  proper  opportunity  for  starting  afresh  with  No.  I. 

The  Publishers  arc  also  anxious  to  pledge  themselves,  that  the  ty- 
|)ography  and  general  appearance  of  the  Review,  shall  in  future  be  of 
an  improved  character,  worthy  of  a  long  established  Journal,  and  such 
as  may  at  the  same  time  justify  the  designation  of  a  New'  Series. 

Although  I  have  yielded  to  their  wishes,  I  feel  impelli'd  to  state  the 
grounds  upon  w’hich  I  hesitated  to  concur  in  the  measure. 

The  announcement  of  a-  New  Scries  usually  creates  the  expectation 
of  some  change,  either  in  the  general  management  or  in  the  avowed  prin¬ 
ciples  of  a  Journal;  some  transfer  of  property,  or  compromise  of  party, 
or  revolution  of  pltm.  Nothing  of  this  kind  has  taken  place,  or  is  con¬ 
templated. 

With  regard  to  the  principles  of  the  Work,  they  arc  too  well  known 
to  require  avowal,  except  for  the  purpose  of  shew'ing  that  they  cannot 
Ikj  almndoncd.  The  original  design  of  the  Proprietors  has  never  been 
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loftt  night  of,  which  was,  to  reconcile  those*  long  divorced  parties. 
Religion  and  Literature;  to  create  or  cherish  the  love  of  literature  in  the 
Christian  world,  and  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  religion  as  impli¬ 
cated  in  our  literature.  It  rests  its  claims  to  public  supjM»rt  on  being 
iheonly  CrUiail  Journal y  embracing  the  wide  range  of  general  literature, 
which  is  conducted  with  this  view,  and  explicitly  upon  evangelical 
principles.  It  may  also  Ik*  athrmed,  without  disparaging  the  merit  or 
UM'fiiliiess  of  other  periodicals,  that  in  the  pages  of  ik*  other  Journal 
w  ill  there  be  found  a  record  of  the  various  pnaluctions  and  progress  of 
literature  in  England,  during  the  past  four  and  twenty  years,  to  which 
the  Christian  scholar  will  Ik*  able  to  refer  with  equal  confidence  and 
satisfaction.  This  assertion  is  made  in  reference  chiefly  to  the  plan 
and  the  principles  of  the  Journal,  although  there  is  no  occasion  for  af- 
fi*cting  to  shrink  from  any  comparison  as  to  the  general  character  of 
its  articles.  As  Editor,  how  inadequately  scK'ver  I  may  feel  to‘  have 
discharged  the  office,  during  the  years  that  it  has  devolved  upon  me,  I 
can  take  no  lower  ground  in  speaking  of  the  Writers. 

With  regard  to  the  plan  of  the  Work,  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
stating,  tliat  no  one  can  be  so  much  aw’are  as  myself,  of  the  disadvantages 
uttemlant  upon  a  monthly  publication,  and  that,  had  I  consulted  my 
own  easi*,  I  should  have  announced  the  present  as  a  Quarterly  Series, 
agreeably  to  the  public  recommendation  of  an  eloquent  writer,  and  the 
pri  vate  suggesti<»ns  of  many  friends.  The  following  paragraph,  w’hilc 
it  ctuUains  a  eulogy  most  honourable  to  those  who  have  earned  it, 
states  so  clearly  and  forcibly,  the  object  at  which  the  Jmirnalhas  aimed, 
and  the  disadvantages  under  which  it  has  laboured,  that  I  cannot  re¬ 
sist  the  temptation  to  avail  myself  of  it. 

“  It  is  clear  from  the  assistance  which  political  Review’s  have  given 
to  their  party,  how’  powerful  an  instrument  such  a  Review’  w’ould  be 
for  promoting  the  influence  of  Rqjigion.  Not  that  such  publications 
are  even  now  deficient  either  in  numl)er  or  in  excellence  ;  but,  from 
particular  circumstances,  they  W’ant  that  extended  circulation  which  is 
cMcntial  t<»  diffusive  usefulness.  To  take  the  Eclkctic  alone  as  an  ex¬ 
ample,— a  Review  to  which  Hall,  iMontgomery,  and  Foster  have  con- 
Ifibuted  since  its  commencement,  besides  others  nearly  as  eminent  in 
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their  particular  departments,  must  contain  a  great  variety  of  excellence; 
But  a  monthly  publication  is  unfavourable  for  the  selection  of  proper 
articles ;  and,  of  necessity,  there  is  much  inequality  in  a  work  which 
contains  many  brilliant  passiiges  of  an  eloquence  siddom  rivalUnl,  and 
an  originality  of  conception,  which  those  who  are  economical  of  their 
thoughts,  and  instructed  in  the  art  of  lKN>k -making,  w’ould  ne\*er  have 
expended  in  an  anonymous  publication.  Were  a  quarterly  work 
written  w’ith  equal  talents,  but  conductetl  ujxm  a  better  j»lan,  and  if, 
above  all,  it  forgot  the  minor  differences  which  divide  and  distract  the 
Christian  world,  it  w’ould  act,  not  only  on  the  minds  of  n*aders,  but  of 
authors,  and  would  raise  the  standard  of  moral  feeling,  while  it  de¬ 
terred  from  literary  delinquency.”  • 

This  effect,  it  is  presumed,  our  Journal  has  to  a  certain  extent  pro¬ 
duced.  And  it  is  apprehended,  that  a  mere  change  in  the  wor/e  of 
publication  would  not  render  its  influence  more  diffusive,  inasmuch  as, 
giving  no  support  to  any  jiolitical  party,  it  can  receive  no  party  sup¬ 
port  ;  nor  can  a  literary  and  religious  Journal  compete  in  power  with  a 
political  Review.  With  regard  to  the  minor  differences  which  divide  the 
Christian  world,  they  never  have  been — they  never  shall  be  ^suffered 
to  intrude  into  the  region  of  literature,  so  as  to  inflnencc  a  critical  dev* 
cision.  There  exists  an  anxious  wish  to  merge  those  differences,  so 
far  as  is  compatible  with  a  firm  maintenance  of  the  principles  of  re¬ 
ligious  lilierty,  and  the  honest  discharge  of  the  duties  imposetl  upon  a 
Reviewer,  in  reference  to  questions  of  biblical  criticism,  ecclesiastical 
history,  and  scriptural  theolog)'.  In  reference  to  these  subjects,  a  ne- 
pitive  opiniem,  or  a  silent  one,  W’ould  involve  a  dereliction  of  principle, 
by  which  not  even  the  interests  of  charity  could  be  subserved. 

If,  from  the  knowm  sentiments  of  Writers  whom  I  am  proud  to  rank 
among  my  friends  and  contributors,  the  Eclectic  Review  should  be 
deemed  the  organ  or  the  advocate  of  any  denomination  or  religious 
party,  I  can  only  say,  that  nothing  can  be  more  unfettered  by  any  ties 
of  interest  or  obligation,  than  the  conduct  of  this  Journal.  With  regard 
to  any  such  connexion,  I  must  be  permitted  to  reply,  in  the  language  of 
the  illustrious  Colonel  Hutchinson, — I  have  not  chosen  the  party,  but 
the  principles  they  profc.ss;  and  I  am  not  therefore  so  unreasonable  as  to 
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expect  their  gratitude  f«ir  services  and  sacrifices  which  they  might  be 
more  ready  to  claim  om  their  due,  than  kindly  to  appreciate. 

t 

With  respect  to  the  future  management  of  the  Work,  I  have  no 
higher  wish,  than  that  all  occasion  for  the  Editor  to  employ  his  feeble 
pen,  should  be  su{>er8eded  by  the  more  frequent  aid  of  his  oldest  con« 
tributors,  and  the  accession  of  others  not  less  able  and  laborious.  I 
wish  that  I  could  Im'  permitted  to  express  my  oldigations  to  those  by 
name,  who  have,  by  anonymous  laNmrs  very  inadequately  remunerated, 
80  effectively  siTved  the  interests  of  religion  and  literature.  The  re¬ 
putation  which  not  a  few  of  them  enjoy  from  their  published  W’orks, 
enables  them  indmi  to  afford  this  generous  expenditure  of  their  time 
and  thoughts ;  but  1  do  not  the  less  feel  the  value  of  the  sacrifice, — a 
sacrifice,  however,  they  are  aware,  in  which  ouewhocan  still  less  afford  it, 
more  than  eqiuilly  participates.  And  on  the  part  of  others,  the  labour 
and  learning  brought  to  bear  upon  many  articles  which  have  appeared 
in  the  scries  now  terminated,  are  above  purchase.  It  is  for  the  grati¬ 
fication  of  giving  this  public  expression  to  my  ft*elings,  that  I  have 
dropped  the  plnnil  form,  and  venture  to  address  the  Public  in  my  in¬ 
dividual  capacity  as  Editor.  There  are,  alas  !  some  honoured  friends 
who  are  beyond  the  reach  of  my  acknowledgements. 

It  sliall  not  be  through  any  want  of*  diligence  in  the  discharge  of 
tlie  important  and  highly  responsihle  trust  reposed  in  me,  if  the  future 
Scries  does  not  maintain  in  all  respects,  the  literary  respectability, 
the  critical  impartiality,  and  the  religious  consistency,  which,  I  will 
boldly  say,  characterize  the  past  volumes  of  the  Eclectic  Review. 


Lovdok,  Jam.  1, 


THE  EDITOR. 
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